LIBERAL DEMOCRAT AMENDMENT 2 TO MOTION 2
Proposed by Councillor Boyle
Seconded by Councillor Berman

Additions shown in italics
Deletions shown in strikethrough mode

This Council recognises that:

e TFhat Councillors have a duty to promote kind and honest discourse both on
and off line.

o Recognises-that Discussion, debate and scrutiny are vital to a democracy but
must be carried out without abuse.

« TFhat Robust debate is a crucial part of the scrutiny process and-sheuld-noetbe
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e Social media can be an aggressive space, with abuse and misinformation
from both named and unaccountable, anonymous accounts.

« Public figures are often the target for abusive behaviour that can harm their
wellbeing.

This Council proposes to:

Ask the independent Chair of the Council’s Standards and Ethics Committee to:

e Lead an evidence-based examination into the threat posed to political debate
by anonymous online accounts.

e Report on whether he believes a social media code of principles is required to
deter unacceptable behaviour online.



The Substantive Motion would read:

This Council recognises that:

e Councillors have a duty to promote kind and honest discourse both on and off
line.

o Discussion, debate and scrutiny are vital to a democracy but must be carried
out without abuse.

+« Robust debate is a crucial part of the scrutiny process.

e Social media can be an aggressive space, with abuse and misinformation
from both named and unaccountable, anonymous accounts.

« Public figures are often the target for abusive behaviour that can harm their
wellbeing.

This Council proposes to:
Ask the independent Chair of the Council’s Standards and Ethics Committee to:
o Lead an evidence-based examination into the threat posed to political debate
by anonymous online accounts.

e Report on whether he believes a social media code of principles is required to
deter unacceptable behaviour online.



